President Richard K. Nixen

P

. I S o Co Hopil IPQEPouQHu Facion
o ' , .- QOraibi, Ariz
S, August &, 19{0

The Wnite Houss ' . , LT .
Vashington, D.C,

Dear Mr. President:

We, the True and Trad*“ﬂonﬁl religious leaders, recognized
as such by the Hopi Peoole, maintain full aus hority over all
land and life CUpta¢ncd within the Western Hemisphere., Ve zrae

- granted our stewardship by virtue of our instructicn as to
the meaning of Neture, l'ecace, and Harmony &s Spoken fo cur
People by Him, knowm to us as Massan'u, the Great Spirit, who
long ago,provlﬂbd for us the sacred stone tablets which 1
preserva to this dzy. For many generations before the oo ny
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of the whife mon, for many generaiions before
the Nevajo, the hﬁ“u Ieople have lived in. that s e
known to you as the Southwest and knowm o us to be the
spiritual CQQuCr of our continent. Thoce of us of the o
Nation wvho have followed the path of the Great Spirit o
compromise hhvc a rmessage which we are committed, throush our
prophecy, t¢ convey to you. -
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The white men, throuenh his 1nsunslt¢VLty to the way of

{ature, hac descerated the Tace of Mother Earth. The white
man's mdvaﬂCLu techinological LQQWC¢ty hae occurred as a
result oi his lach of regard for the spiritual peih and Tor
the woy of 2ll living *hings. The wnite man's degire for
meterial posscssicns and power has blid& :d hinm to the pain he,
has caused Mother Earth by his guest for whal he ealls natursl
respources, ALl over the ecuntry, the waters have been taintad,
the s0il brolen zni defiled, the air polluted., Living creaturas
die from peoisons left uﬁbmbbb of industry.  And the path of thz
Great Spirlt has bmcom difficult to see b" elmost all men,:
even by many Indisns who have chosen ¢n5uead to folliow the

path of the vhite F“A.

We have accepted the responsibility designated by our
prophecy to tell yeou that almest all 1ife will stou Wnless men
come to know thot every one mmst live in Pecce and in Hormony
wWith Faeturc, OQunly thooe people wiho lnow the scerets of Mature,

the liother of un oll, con &= orcrﬂo¢:, THE DESTRUCTION 0F Arts LiFE

. - .. . ..
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Today the sacred lends vherc the Hopl live are being
desecrated by men who seek coal and water from our soll that
they may create more power for the white.man's cities. This
must not be allowed to continue for if it does, Mother Hac
will react in such a way -that almeost all men will suffer t

“end of life as they now know it. The Great Spirit said not

~aliow,.this to happen even as it was prophecied to our ance
The Great Spirit said not to take from the Earth -- not to
destroy living things. The Great Spirit, fascautu, said that
man was to live in Harmony and maintain a good clean land for

- all children to come. All Hopi Feeple and other Indian Brotners
are standing on this religious principle and the Traditional
Spiritual Unity Movement today is endeavoring to reawaken the
spirithal.. nature in Indian people throughout this land., Your
government has almost destroyed our basic religion which
sctually is a.way of life Tor all our people in this land of
the Great Spirit. We feel that to survive the coming Furification
Day, we must return to the basic religious principles and to
meet together on this basis as leaders of our people.

Today almost all the prophecies havé come to pass.
Great roads like rivers pass across the landscape; man valis o
man through the cobwebs of telephone lines; man travels along
the roads in the sky in his airplanes; two great wars have been
waged by these bearing the swastika or the rising sun; man is
tampering with the Moon and the stars. MNost men have stirayed
from the path shown us by the Great Spirit. Tor Massau'u
along is great enough to portray the correct way back to Him.

. It is said by the Great Spirit that if a gourd of ashes
is dropped upon the Earth, that many men will die and that the
end ‘of this way of life is near at hand. We interpret this as
the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Hagasazki. We do
not want to see this happen to any place or any nation again,
put instead we should turn 2ll this energy for peaceful uses,
not for war. :

: We, the religious leaders and rightful spokesmen for

~ the Hopi Independcnt Netlon, have been instructed by the Great
Spirit to exprecs the invitation to the President of the United
States and all spiritusl leaders everywhere to meet with us ang .
discuss the welfare of mankind so that Peace, Unity, end
Brotherhood will beeome part of 2ll men everywhere.

‘ Sincerely,

Topi Traditional Village Lecders:
Mrs. lMina Lanca, Orcibi
Claude Kawanoyavwnia, Shungopavy
, ) Starliec Lomayvoktewn, Mushongnovi
¢ ‘ Dan Katlihonsva, Hotewilla
‘ : C Thomas Banyecya, Interprotor,
- s . . Y o,
© P.O.Jox 112, Oraibi, frizenn 00030
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THE WHITE HQUSE

WASHINGTON

September 22, 1970

Dear Mr, Banyacya:

‘The President has asked me to thank you for your letter of August
4, and Mr, Patterson has told me of his conversations with you and
Mzss Evemng Thunder about the coal enterprise in the Hopi area.

I share your concern about the physical ugliness resulting from
strip-mining. Yet the concern about this aspect of the mining ven-
ture surely must have been weighed by the Tribal Council along with
the other pros and cons involved in granting the lease.

In our dermocratic SOCI&tY -- and the Hopi tribe has elections -- the
. place for the resolution of issues between majorities and minorities
is first of all the ballot box. It would not be proper, or even consis-
tent with our common hope for Indian self-determination, for either
the Bureau of Indian Affairs or the White House to intervene in this
‘an essentially intermal, tribal matter, A balancing of relative goods
and evils is involved, but the only forum for that balancing as I see
it is the Hopi Tribe itself and its elected institutions.

Sincerely yours,

Leonard Garment

Mr. Thomas Banyacya
P, O. Box 112
Oraibi, Arizona 86039
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- United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

IN REPLY REFER TO:

Real Prop. Mgmt.
Administration
BCCO - 9925

NOV* 51370
Mr. Thomas Banyacya

P. 0. Box 112 -t
Oraibi, Arizona 86039

Dear Mr. Banyacya:

Thank you for your August 4 letter. The President has
requested that we respond to your expressioms of concern
with the present trend of abuse to ocur environment.

The President has repeatedly stressed a need for the
protection of our environment including all factors
such as air, land, water, and people. Many programs
have been initiated toward the goal of people living
in harmony with their surroundings. It is very
gratifying to see the unified response which the
American people are giving the President in support
of these contrel and corrective programs.

There is a great need to make people aware of the
dangers from air and water pollution, waste disposal,
and uncontrolled exploitation of the natural resources.
The greater task, however, is to generate action from
the pecple who can and should be active in obtaining
harmonious controls and conditions within which man
can continue to live frultfully in ‘his environment.

The Hop1 Traditional Vlllage Leaders are to be congrat-
ulated for their awareness of the environmental pollution
problems. We are certain your contribution and active
partlczpatlon with ongoing programs will be welcomed.

Szncerely yours,

/JM Ddpds

ASSUCIATZ Commissioner

DEPUTY
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August 6, 1970

¥, Clarence Hamilton, Chairman
Mr. John S, Boyden, Tribal Lawver
- Members, Hopi Tribal Council

This letter concerms the d»illing and exploration permit which
has been issued to the Feabody Coal Co. of 3t. Louis, and the
mining lease which the Tribal Couneil signed wwith Feabody on
June 6, 1966, The permit zives tha Peabody Coal Co. the Tight
“to test 10,000 acres of earth for coal on the 18382 Exacutive
Order Hopi Reservatien, and also zives this commany theé risht
te have an arreement with the Hopi Tribal Council +o lease

cuf as much land as Peabodv nzeds to take out 84 million tona
cf coal in the nzar fuvture.

The lease of 1966 already ¢ives Pezbody permission from th
Iribal Council 4o mine coal Ffrom land that belonss to alil
Hopl people. Thay are doiny this now. The land is alsc
claimed by the Havadjo Tribe, Lut we know it belongs onily to
the Hopis, despite the Suprame Ccurt Dacision of 19862 giving
one~half of par: of tha 1l&S52 Zuncutive Crder Reservation o
the Navajoss: Pesbody is also taking out water from this

geme area to mix with the coal and mpve it in a pipeiinz to
ona of tha power™ plants.

Wa ask you to think of how this might affect our water supply
in this area,. and how it 1s being wasted for industrizl use,
Cannot thia coal be moved to the nower plant in some other
way besides with oreclous water? - Qur roligion and way of liZe
says that water is the most important thing for life, Soneday
we Hoonis and other people as well may need this precious
watey that is being pumped out of the ground, and we will

find instead that it has been wastad for industry. Someday

we may £find our eprings dry, if this drilling ecracks the
earth and drains our water table. 4 train or a truck can

© earry coal, but only the water can make cur crops grow and
put £fluid in our bodies.

Regarding Feabody’s plans for mining an addifional 84 million
tons, we ask vou to consider what will happen to our air,

owr people, and our land if Peabody is allowed to mine any
more of our sarth. Cpen cut mininz will lzave a great hole
in our land =nd grzat piles of desolatz rock. Even if thase
piles become coversd with grass, or are smesthed ocut in soue
way, we do not know if the land in this arsa will ever be
useable again for graming, or if it will even be pleasing to
the eye, or 1if it misht not change the flow of water, kinds of
planta, and kinds of animals in that area.

EXHIBIT 124 a



2
(GOPY)

To our people the danger is even greater, Peabody says in
the permit they will try to hire Hopis whenever _they can.
This means Hopis and other Indians will be work ing in the mine,
This means their lungs and bedies will be £illed wmth black coal
dust, and they will be old before their time, and when they are
raady to retire they will also be ready to die,

Peabody also says in the lease, they want to build a power plaant
on or near our land, and burn the coal to nmake electric powaz,
We ask vou to leok at the air around Fruitland, New Mexico,
where a power plant already operates. We ask you to breathe the
air and see if you do not choke on the soot and the smell, We
agzk you 1if your eyes do not burn from the sulfuric acid and
sulphur dioxide in the air., If a power plant is built on or
near our land, this will happen: The eclean 2ir will turn gray
and plants will wither. People will be sick and hurt from tha
air, instead of healthy and refreshed, Cur land and air will

be Just like los Angeles--yellow, dirty, and sick; our people
Wlll be Just the same.

We remind wou that no renreuenta ive f£rom the Council o2 from
Peabody Coal Company evsr came to ouxr villames to tall over this
matter with the pecple. We remind vou that what you do affects

all the topi nbonle, and many other peopie besides, We zremind
vou that vour obligation is to protect our people, and not to
coerate for thh benefit of outside companies,.

We therefore ursa you to. cancel immediately the drtlllng and
exmmloration. narmlt to Peabody. The small fee you receive
canmnot undo the damage which this nining operation will do to
our land and 1ife. &nd the millions which the tribe will
receive if you let Peabody mine more coal caunnot wash away all
the poisons of our land, air, and pzeople, that will come from
this coal operation. You can always make more money, but you
can never make another world.

We also urge vou to refuse to 81gn any lease with Feabody to let
them mine and process another 84 million tons of coal. Ve uirge
you not to let anyone pressure you into damaging our land, llfe,
and people for material profit. We urge you to think as Hopis
and as the original possessors to this land not to think as
the white man's servant, We urge you to ;hln: as human beings,
not as puppets of an econocmiec system and of matarial comforts,
We remind wvou that we wers not consulted as we shoeuld have heen
on this entire matter, and that we are agzainst this pian to
damace our land and llﬁe, 0 no matter how much money it brings
and no matter how muen electricity or Jobs it mighi sive to
people, near or far away, We urge you to stop a wrong that is
already beinz committed; e urge you not to le* Pegbody talka
‘eny coal from our land., We urzge you not to sign any lease
permitting it.

Sincerely,

Mina Lansa Clande Re”*noouma

E H !BIT 124!3 CnzeZ, CLd Craibi , (:1“:':‘:’:’ mmnbopavz,
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Hopl Independent Naticn
P. 'Oo Box 156
Craibi, 4rizona 86039

January 12, 1971

h-eaidant. Richard M. Nixon
¥hite Houas -
' 'l'nhington, D, C, 2021.2

Dear-Mr. Preaident:

Attached is a statement mads by the Hopl Chiefs, representing all of
the Hopi Villagea, objecting to the proposed Bill regnrding the
_diﬁ.ding of an Exscutive Ordsr Boundary of 1882,

The Hopd Chisfs havs never consented to houndaries established by the
U, 8. Government ard wa will continue to rejest any proposals made by
men, who continue to ignors our authority., As stated in the Statement,
the Tribal Council has no authority over Hopi Land ard life, therefore,
any negotiation between the Tribal Council apd the Bureau of Indian
Affairs; Asgiastant Secretary Harrison Loesch of the Department of
Joterior; in conaidered 1{1legal.

Bacause of tine and. the importance of stopping the proposed Bill, other
Traditional Leaders! signatures will await; however, Ws, the four (4)
main Chisfs are submitiing this lstier and this statement to stop any
proposals, Bills until we meet facs to face to negotiate what 1s really
our lazd, .

.. o Sincerely yours,

. ) Sa . . _ - .9...A...;-... . / . “
Copy to: nin Steiger, Z — 7? ' '
. . .- Repre, State of Arizena - ~ ~ 7 T '
: . Harrison Loesch, Ass't Dacratary L ,

D‘P". of Intorior - e,
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: 2nd Pags of letter to Fresident Richard M, Nixon, thite House,
Washington, D. C. from four (4) main Traditional Hopi Chisfs, dated
. January 12, 197.

- Copy to (continued) -

canmisaioner Louis R, Bruce, Wash., D C.
Wade Head, Area Director, Fhosnix, iriz,
- Homer Gilliland, Superintendent, Hopi Agenc z
- . John & Boyden, Tribal Council Attorney, Salt Lake City, Utak
- Glarsnce Hamilton, Tribal Chairmen, Tewa Village :
Logan Koopee, Vice Chairman, Walpi (lst Mesa )
Stanley Dashee, Tewa Village
Kirtland Polacca, Walpi {1st Mesa)
Bob Adams, Walpi (1st Mesa)
' Perry Havasie, Walpi (1lst Mesa)
Frisceoe Johnson, Oraibi
Les Thomas, Graibi
Myron Folequaptaewa, Oraibi
Thomas Balenquah, Bacabi Village
8ipaulovi Representative .
Upper llnankopi Rapreaentative
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STATELENT BY THE TRUES TRADITIONAL-HERZDITARI-
RELIGIOUS HOPI CEIEFS AND CEIEFTESS

WE, The True fraditioml-ﬁereditaryuneligious- Chiefs and Chieftess,

: recognized by tha Ho_p:!.- Paople, who maiatain full authority over ALL
Hopi lLand, 'her'eby'voica that the so=called Hopi/ﬂavajo‘ land dispute

not be negotiated with the Chairman of. the so-called Hopi Tribal
.Gou'ncil, his cnnstitnentar,' niembei's' who are considered representatives
of the Tribal Comeil QMLI. -

We have becoms awere of a BI1l that bas been drafted by Sources

unknom %o us, nor was the Bm drafted ‘without conaulting us, nor '
haa tha Bill been fully understocd by all those who bave been recognized
| by the Bureau or Indian Affairs as "leaders" of the Hopl Pecpls. -

 The Tribal Cmmcil is a Whiteman's instituted government, therefore,

-i'l'. only aeeka to favor and to paciﬁ' Government officials. TE, Trus
'Iraditianal Hopi Chiefs mow cur positiana, how our Government waa
set-up - centm-iea betora the first coming of the "'hiteman. We are
-not set=up lﬂ':e the Whiteman. Oux complete life, land, ecolegy includes
tha Great Spi:'.i‘t An every facet of life, The fhiteman diviées Ged and
man, Ve do nots The Greet Spirit ia our Supremé_ﬁeadér; He iz Creator .
of all. . | | | . .

Undetermined centuries bafora the coming of the Spanlards (Castillnh )s

- +the Thiteman; including many, many genera‘bions ‘oefore the arrival of the

Yavajo (l:nown to us as the Eahe-li=ta=ka); ; the Eopi Peaple nere gran'bed,

glven this’ sacred land by the one kmnown 't::_: us a3 Massau'u AND the Hopi

bas lived on it sinee, We stapd bourd on this and we camnot ‘avoid our
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Page Two '(2) of Statemont By Tha True Traditional-Hereditary=-Religious
Hopi Chiafs azd Chieftass :

- responsibility. _
.-Thar_ororo,‘ we object to any plﬂnning-,' propoaals, Billa in refereace to

o ’onr I.and thet has not been diacussed with us fully. Our Land MUST not
" . be ¢u'l'., ‘nor ahan we EVER sell ouwr land, One who advises us to do 8o

helda grent danger ror himself and his ‘peopla.
We urge, plead ard insist, and we w:i.ll persist to hold on to all Land

that is right:‘nlly ours, ,
}.Theretoro, WE, the True Traditional Raligious Leaders a"hand bound

together stata and affirm the above and apply ouz- signaturea or thmb
prints balow:

%Z/M ??Lm& %«M

f@ém}% i

471«/ Ve ,A[ﬂL DT

-
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HOPI INDEPENDENT NATION

P.0. BOX 112
ORAIBI,VIA, ARIZONA 86039

MARCH 29, 1972

CONGRESSMAN SAM STEIGER
House of Representative
Waslington, D.C., 20515

Honorable Steiger:

As an interpreter for my Hopi Traditional and Religious Leaders,
I am presenting to you and other Congressmen, their statements,

opinions and desires for your serious consideration and ac¢tion.

The statement is as follows:

We have had two meetings this week, one in Shungopavy on Second
Mesa, and one in Polacca on First Mesa. We have read with great
concern and shock that Clarence Hamilton, Chairman of the so-call-
€d Hopi Tribal Council has made a statement that all Hopis are sup-
portlng your Bill ¥o., H.R. 11128. This is NOT true!

We, as Kikmongwis, and the majority of the Hopi People have not been
informed about this Bill and you have never come on the Hopi villages
to tell our Hopi People that you are going to introduce such a Bill
as H.R, 11128, You may have talked to the Council but they do not
tell. us anything on a village Dbases,

We have in the past written to Secretary of the Interior and some
Congressmen that we do not want any more Bills to be introduced in
‘Congress that has not been initiated by us. We are now calling on
the Navajo People to join us to inform you and other Congressmen in
Washington, D.C. that we do want your Bill, H.R, 11128 be withdrawn
now as we will not support it. We are asking all other Native People
- and others to stop this unwanted Bill,

On Aprll.s, 1972, we want to meet with the Navajo Traditional and Re-
ligious Headmen to work out a common stand against this Bill which
will again cut up our homeland and to create more drvision., We want
the Navajo Elders to sit down with us to look seriously into our Way
of Life, Religion and Land in the light of onr traditional and re-

o ligious knowledge. We want no interference from outside people un-

+4il we come up with a solution among ourselves as the First Pecple

on this land. We do not want any more cutting up of our Sacred Home-
land by anyone, Those who claimed to represent the Hopi People now
in Washington, D,C. do not represent elther we Klkmongw1s or the mag—
ority of the Hopl People.

”Accordlng to a recent article in the Arizona Republiec, there is a
‘very serious problem about illegal grazing of stock. The article

“ states that the Hopi People are about to be wiped out by the Navajo.
This is false information. The problem concerns only a few Hopi and
Navajo stockmen, This problem was instigated by a White Stockman
who began impounding horses without first informing the owners.
Clarence Hamilton and some of the Hopi councilmen are creating such
friction as they are being urged on by Attorney John S. Boyden and
Agent at Keams Canyon, Homer M, Gilliland,
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HOPI STATEMENT CONTINUED: 2.

4

We, as Kikmongwis and traditional Leaders gtrongly felt that the
time has come for the traditional Leaders of the Navajo People to
meet together in a peaceful manner and to solve this preblem among
ourselves, We are hoping to involve Mr, Peter MacDonald, Chairman
of the Navajo Tribal Council in our efforts to stop interference in
our affairs from outside, Clarence Hamilton has completely ignored
ug and the majority of the Hopi People.

We want you fto withdraw your Bill, H.R, 11128 and let us solve our
problems in our own way. We sinwerely believe that we can solve "
our problems, ourselves, and we are asking all Hopis and Navajos/ °
refrain from any kind of violence,

SIGNED'

et TRt .
Thomas Banéacj%fhézzzzireter for Traditional Hopi Leaders

ok //Vtr—tc \L...d-rzt.{,l L
gén Lansa, Kkkmongwg, Oralbl

Starlie Lomayakteﬁa, Kikmongwi, Mushongnovi
mﬂ«ﬂryw
Claude Kewanyama, Kikmongwi, Shungopavy

f
~ Neg ﬁ;yatewaqftﬂﬁméfg@;, Consolidated Villages, First Mesa

L i}

'aditional & Religious Leader, Hotevilla
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Pele-ram scnt Marca 27, 1372

Louls R. Bruce, Commissioner
Bureau of Indian Affairs
1951 Constitution N.d,
Washington, D.C.

Oon behalf of and at the request of traditiocnal
Kikmongwis ¥rs. Mina Lansa of Oraibl, Olaude
Kewanvams of Shungopavy, Starlie Lomajyaktewa
of Mishonsnovi, and Ned Nayatewa of Consolidated
Villages of ®rst iMesa, I present thelr statement
that: Those who claim to be Hopi leaders or
traditionals, now appearing in your office or
‘other place in Washington, D.0., do not have
our authority or consent and therefore do not
represent us or the majority of the Hopil people
in demanding federal protaction in the Vava jo=-
Hopi District 6 - Joint Use dispute. Today we
met with raepresentatives from Havajo Tribal Office
and have agreed among ourselves that the neople
at our very plesasant meeting today will meet : .
together in Shungopavy Village ApPit—57-39T2« W Tre vcran Tl e

I E A "2’.//.““ : ';'lf‘&Tﬁ o c'('.{"/if(

e /gahoméé ng;acja
Hopi Interpreter
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