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Cormisaioner of Indien Affairs
Merchapidse Mart Building
Chicago 54, Illinois

S8ir:

The Solicitor's Opinion of Jun= 11, 1946, "Cwnership of the Mireral Zstats
in the Hopl Exeentive Order Reservation”, (Indiep Office Fils Rafersrcs
689844, 1, 33821) and othar corrsspondence regarding procedure in leasing
for oil on the Hopl Executive Order Reservation, have been studisd end ex-
. plained %o the Hopis in many villege meetingse.

Several All-Village meetings have been held for the discussion of leasing,
but with very little suecess, I believe, howsver, thet most Eopis in a
majority of the villages would like to have the lends lsased in oxder to
provide an income and thai they ars in faver of using the $ribel funds for
genaral welfare and commuunity improvement. The Hopis ars very poor, both
inéividually end as & Tribs. TFunds for assistance of the old and the de-
pendent are urgently needed, and the situation has become much worse since
many of the war workers have been 1zid off and have returned to the Reser-
vation and since’ ‘hha soldiers!? dependancy benefits have ceased.

 The prejudice and opposition to 2 tribal council are still very strong. As
you kmow, we have had no council for saveral yesrs and there is stroang op=-
pogition to the seleetion of one.

Since the need of the funds by the Hopis is so urgent and the opposition to

a tribel council is so strong, even though the majority seem to favor leasing,

it is wondsrad if we could provide a solution.

The most workable solution would seem to be en Act of Congress, euthorizing
the Sacretary of the In erior to sell mineral leases on the Hopi Executive
Order Reservation. In view of the difficult administrative procedurs rew
quired by the Opinion end the further complications esused by the lack of a
Hopl tribel orgenization, as well as ean organization of Navajo res:.dents,
it is believTed this would be justified.
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Second in desirability would be separate suthorization by cormmunities,
i.e., First Mesa, Second ifesa, Third lesa, and the various Navajo colle
munities, Although cumbersoms, I balieve that this arrangement would
be more worieble then an organization of Hopis and Navajos or one each
of both. '

In view of the extreme and urgend naed of these pacple for the use of

funds which might be derived from the sale of minsral lesses and giving

consideration to the present demand for oil aend high prices now being
paid for leases, I would racommend immediate setion on this matter.

Respectfully,
{Sgd.} Burton L. Ladd

Burton A. Iadd
Superintendent
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Mr. James D. Crawford, . . NOY SOIHE iy

Supt., Hopi Agency, -
Xeams Canyon, Arlizona.

My dear Mr. Crawford: : _
fitans -

Pariaps you have already, confronted with the prodlem of the Hopl
‘Meibal orsanization. Tha d.izﬁcul tw of operating under ithe existing
Hopl Constitution has up to this point baffled everyons and by now we
are a.ll convinced that the existing procedures cannot be mads to worlk..

On July 9 Supevintendsnt Ladd called attention to the necessity of
working out a solution in order that .tke Hopis might take advantage of
mineral leasing. He suzgested two possible solutions: (1) legislation
suthorizing the Secratary of the Infarior to sell mineral leases, ard
(2) separate orsanization by commmities, i.e., each of the three mesas
to. orzanize separately. I understand also that a number of files have
been sani to you and. you ha.vs been asked to stndy these and %o of'f"er
‘ recammema.tions. .

Waile you havs these things in mind, I wish to report on some Gis-
cusgions in vwhich I pariicipatad on the Eopi Reservation while Mr. Collier
was abill Commissioner in 1944, I rafer particularly to a long meeting we
had with the FTirst Mesa people. UWhat came out sirongly was that the
Tilmongwi was extremely reluctant to assume the role imposed upon. him by
Arsicle IIT of the Comatitntion. That is, he wouldn't zssume the leader~
salp required iz Section 3, Ariicle III, neither would he act in the capa~
city reguired in Section 4, Articls IV. :

The speskers at this meeting felt however that there was a pogeibility
of organizinz the villages on a strictly political and secnlar pattern

- leaving the Kixmongwi out of it en’cirely. You will note that Section 4 of

Article III provides that a villags may orgenize whers traditional govern-
aent does not operate. Assuming that traditionally Hopi govermment never

. functioned ia the political fisld, thers would apvear to be no reason way
" all the villages could not procee%. to atablish the type oﬁaorgnizauion COn

. templated by the Constitution. /5\ A VRSIAY S
)

,1 \\

It is unlikely that the Kizmongwi would call an election and i% is A
squally unlikaly that 25% of the voting membera of a village would ¢all a o
elesction in opposition to the Kikmonguwi or any other traditional lesder. ,1.*’
However, the provision brings the Superintendent into ‘the situation- by, puc-
v-iaing that he "shall make sure that all members ha.ve had"ample %nmw

. T .
T




to study the wrsposzed corstitubtlion¥, I bvelieva it would not be astonizing
this lanzvage too far 172 ithe .Juu=r'?ntendent i initiative apd callsd

thbe elzetion. Indesd the following sentencs wrovides that the Superintendant
shall call a special mesiing Yor fhs Tursoss of voioinz o ks Comsiitation.

In the discussions with the Tirst Mesa seople 21l the yournger zembvars,
men like 7Tormy Presgton, werz snthusiastic abowi zoing zhead undar tha
provision of the Comstltution. They did not want to procesd without full
discussions with the oldasr people on the Mesa bui they promizsd that such
would Be held. I was not able to keep in touch with Eoni developments, so
I am not s2ble to supply information on what took place. It may be that tae
matter was discussed and vetoed. I pass it along however as scmething which
you might want to explors. :

Sincerely yours,

- D'Arcy Mclickls,
Assistant to the Commisgioner.

3
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‘t‘:omnissianer of Indian Affairs
Departmant of the Interior
-Washington 25, D, C.

Sirs

I fmdin ths files an unanswsrad latier dirscted to you
by former Superintendsnt Iadd on July 9, 1947, relative
- %o the sale of minerel lsases on the Hopi Reservation.

We have received several mura requests from oil companies ..~ To———u
about the leasing of Hopi >.nds. Undoubtedly, the Hopis .~ = %,
are losing many thousands o dollers from this delay, .
I have thought it desirable not to iake this matter up F BRI
further with each villege until an answer to Hr. Ladd's % _ 1 % !
letter i3 received. \ i J

X2y I have your decision on the two proposals as soon as
possible?

Respectfully,
(Sgd.) Jzmes D. Crawford

James I, Crawford
Superintendent
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r_g__g_x;_iza a2 triba.‘L c_mil as. nrmrided :Ln the Fo fopi . constitution. In a addztmn,
he Navajo residants- of the Hopi: T reservation ‘would ‘have to hold a mesting or-.
eetings o8 anthoriza tha making of lesages covs*r'ing thn intersst of tha \Tavajo

]
g

| ‘pursuans.
7. the problem..’ “The legialation should not modn:,r the Solicrtor’s Opz.nion fo“‘ -
‘.ther’ purpose of ‘giving the Hopis the sxelusive rights to the reservation.. The
“legislation skould authorize the Secretary of the Interior to make o0il snd gas PR
and. otker minisg laases oa $ae Eopi T Resaerrazion, with the comsent of a majority . -
;. of the Bopi 71ll.ages, and. tha consent of %hs Navajo. Indians entitled to rignts . - =
“on the reservation, acting through thair authorized spokesmen. A tentative S
_d—-e.ft of a bill is att acned. i, Haas has not *e.vzawad this d...a;.... o R

ACE Pr.ocaeus from minaral leasing 'voulé. be paid to the Sunerintandent of the

Honi Agency for deposit in the Federal sresasury in a ressrvation account, and

_would be ayailabls for expendlturs when authorized by Ccmgress for ‘chs ben»fit
of all Indians of the reaemtion ganarally. rerE e

Chief, land: Minerals. .
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A BILL

BE IT ENACTID BY THE SLIATIE alD HOUZZ CF REPRIIENTAIIVES OF Ths
UNITED STATES OF AMFRICA, in Congress assenblsd, ¥Yhet in the leasing.
of lands wititin the Hopl Indiian Reservation, srizora, Zor mining purTo3Esy’
pursuant to the Act of May 11, 1938 (52 Stat. 547), =nd the rules and '
regulations of the Secretary of the Interior thereunder, leases may be
P % Rk ™ h=7 e . ]

potwishasendtns, upon the spproval of the Secretary of the Interior, and
with the consent of a majority of the Hopi villages, and consent of
Navejo Izdians baving rights on the Hopi Reservation acting through au-
thorized gpokesmen to be selected in a manner approved by the Secretary
"aof the Interior. '
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Sir:

Raference is made to letters dirscted to you dated July 9 and Dacember 3,
1947, copi2s of which are abtached. Several new oil companies havs
raquested leasing privileges and all of the old companies are continually
requesting the privilege of bidding for oil end gzs leases,

T cennot stress too much the importance of mekinrg a decision cn the
courss of action 4o pursus. I have now had the opportuni%y of moeting
with 11 of the village leadars about meny of the important problems =zt

'Hopi. Becsuse you have not snswered our letters, I have nat been inma

position to diseuss ths oil leasing problsm fully.

The latters we are now receiving from the o0il compenies are demanding
guicksr action and are becoming harder to satisfy with ouxr enswers, It
is almost impessible to answer satisfactorily the questions from the
cil compenies withouk considersble embarrassment to all concernmed. Tha

need for additionsl suppliss of petrolsum is becomirng more crucial each day;

on the other hand, bobh the Hopis and ¥avajos need the thousands and

thousands of dollers thsy are now losing because they are unable to lease

their landa,

It is resPectfulIy requested that you acknowledge recsipt of this lettax.

Respectfully,

Yii//ﬂit
S
Jemes D, Crawford /

Suparintendent

EZnclosure
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Oﬁa Mes %0%5%63%72 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO H I‘.LI' PR fﬁ:’ . X _ DATE: l‘{a‘y lz [} 1948&
CFROM i Mn. leWickle I\
SUBJBCT: = Eopl mineral lLeasss.

I notice that the pronosed legizlas sion on Honi mineral lsesinz wonld -
authorize the Secretary %0 maits leasas HYuwith the consent of a majoriity of
the Eoni villages and consent of the ¥avaeje Indians on tae dopi Reservation,
etc.l Pihand, would not this provision be as 4ifficult to operate under
~ as the present reouirement of laas*ng under the Hovi comstitution? If we
. are goirg to resolve the matter b7 lazislation, snould we not seelr Iane.aa{;°

" that will facilitats the leasing Frocedure?

- I would favor permitting the Seerstary to proceed without the consent

of the Indiang if, within 2 reasonadle veriod of sixty c'.ays. the wigheg of
the Indiang could not Be obtained. However, I would propese a saving clense
bty which the aunthoriiy to make leases would be restored 1n full to the/In:lians
2t any time upon their establishing 4ribal govement or adequate mam.nary
for vaif..a.ng, the ris;.es of the meobers. - o

'“‘urther, do we want o accent at th:.s voint the valiriity of the Solic-
toris opinion by vroviding for the consens of the ¥a avajo Indians?  Hizht
" 1% not be preferadle %o have the Secretary malce the leages and ae-posxt the
revenue in a special account and have the ownership determinsd by some tzi-
bapal, nossibl;r the Claizms Commission? If i should turm out that the Hc'ﬂia
have a priocr right wiithin the Executive Order reservation, the Unifed Siate
wox.la. gif-3 1ie.‘hle %o restore to the Hopis any funds ,a:r.d. out to the ¥avajos.

I am not at 2ll sure of this latter r=asonin.., bu.t I throw it out for
your conside*a.ticn.

(Szd) DArcy reetionie

26015m47
3700027
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