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UN World Conference on Indigenous Peoples 
Indian and Alaska Native Nations Must Get Involved Now 

 
February 19, 2013 

 
The General Assembly of the United Nations will host a World Conference on 

Indigenous Peoples, September 22-23, 2014, in New York, NY.  This will be a conference of all 
the countries of the UN, with the participation of indigenous peoples and non-governmental 
organizations as well. 

 
The purpose of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples is to “share perspectives 

and best practices on the realization of the rights of indigenous peoples” and to pursue the 
objectives of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.”  More importantly, the 
Conference intends to develop a “concise, action-oriented outcome document” which is intended 
to “contribute to the realization of the rights of indigenous peoples, pursue the objectives of the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and promote the achievement of 
all internationally agreed development goals.” 

 
In other words, the World Conference is intended to result in decisions for action that will 

be taken by the United Nations to achieve the objectives of the Declaration and to achieve 
economic development goals.  Indigenous peoples, nations, and tribes can have a major influence 
on the decisions made at the Conference by participating in the preparations, making proposals, 
and by talking with countries about the actions the United Nations should take to protect and 
implement the rights of indigenous peoples. 

 
A World Conference is generally convened by United Nations Member States when there 

is a pressing issue of global importance.  Past World Conferences have been organized around 
the themes of women, the environment, and racism.  World Conferences usually result in the 
adoption of a major statement or declaration containing decisions to take action, action-oriented 
recommendations, conclusions, and plans for implementation.  

 
Indigenous peoples worldwide are in the midst of preparing for the World Conference.  

The worldwide Indigenous Peoples Caucus has already organized a Global Coordinating 
Committee, and the North American Indigenous Peoples Caucus is holding its preparatory 
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meeting March 1st in El Cajon, California.  There will be a separate preparatory meeting of tribal 
leaders on February 28th co-hosted by the National Congress of American Indians and the 
Assembly of First Nations.  Indigenous peoples, nations, and tribes should not feel obliged to 
work through the North American Indigenous Peoples Caucus, but it can be very useful to attend 
their meetings and speak with those attending.  Indian and Alaska Native nations and tribes are 
free to participate directly in the preparations for the Conference and the Conference itself, 
without working through the Caucus.  

  
The World Conference on Indigenous Peoples is an historic opportunity to advance and 

protect the rights of indigenous peoples and to demand action at the UN level to implement the 
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  It is critical that Native nations in the 
United States take a direct part in the preparations for the World Conference, especially in 
proposing and arguing for effective UN action, because all of the crucial decisions will be made 
by UN member countries during the preparatory process.  By the time of the Conference, all the 
important decisions will have been made.  Native nations must ensure their voices are heard in 
the regional and worldwide preparatory meetings, specifically regarding the development of the 
action items in the outcome document.  Such documents have the potential to create international 
mechanisms that will ensure that the rights of indigenous peoples are recognized and protected in 
accordance with the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

    
Further Information and Documents 

 
 For further information and relevant documents, please visit our website at 
www.indianlaw.org or email dcoffice@indianlaw.org.  Information and documents are also 
available via the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues: 
http://social.un.org/index/IndigenousPeoples/WorldConference.aspx. 
 

Important Meeting Dates 
 
The following list of meetings is not necessarily exhaustive.  Information about future meetings 
and events may become available on-line.  Please see the links provided above.  We will update 
our website as information becomes available.   
 
1. FEBRUARY 28, 2013: TRIBAL LEADERS’ PREPARATORY MEETING CO-HOSTED BY 

NCAI AND AFN, MAGNOLIA ROOM , SYCUAN RESORT, EL CAJON, CA.  

NCAI and AFN will host a Tribal Leaders’ Preparatory Meeting for the World 
Conference on Indigenous Peoples.  A proposed agenda follows: 
 
1.  Opening and prayer. 
2.  Background on WCIP, its importance to tribes and items for decision. 
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3.  Discussion of decision items and formulation of recommendations. 
 Clarification of procedures and rules for the Caucus 

a. Nominees to fill interim position on the Global Coordinating Committee and 
to fill interim alternate position on the committee. 

b. Discussion of designation of 57 delegates to global indigenous meeting in 
Alta, Norway in June 2013. 

‐ Apportionment between US and Canada 
‐ Proposed designation of those to receive 34 paid slots 
‐ Proposed designation of additional 23 delegates who can pay own way 

c. Expression of support for an indigenous co-facilitator, specifically John 
Henriksen 

d. Proposed designation of two editors to meet with other regions to come up 
with statement for consideration at Alta meeting. 

e. Discussion and proposal for North American statement to be used in meeting 
with editors of other regions 

‐ Key topics to include as basis for recommendations and to educate 
states 

‐ The top two or three recommendations for action by the UN 
f. Prioritization of themes for discussion at interactive roundtables and panel 

discussion at the WCIP 
g. Consideration of nominees to speak at opening of WCIP and to be co-

facilitators of roundtables and panel discussions. 
3.  Close. 

 

2. MARCH 1, 2013: NORTH AMERICAN INDIGENOUS PEOPLES CAUCUS PREPARATORY 

MEETING FOR THE WORLD CONFERENCE ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, SYCUAN RESORT, 
EL CAJON, CA.  
[Note: The North American Indigenous Peoples Caucus will continue to meet on March 
2-3 to prepare for the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and other UN-related 
work.  All are welcome to stay and attend.] 

 
Tribal leaders and delegated indigenous representatives are invited to participate in the 
North American Indigenous Caucus Preparatory Meeting for the World Conference.  To 
register, please visit http://www.eventbrite.com/event/5174280412# before February 22, 
2013.  

The Sycuan Resort may still have rooms available at a discounted rate of $106.92 (tax 
included) per night.  To reserve, call (800) 457-5568 or visit www.sycuanresort.com and 
mention you are with the NAIPC (North American Indigenous Peoples Caucus).  
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Alternate arrangements may be made at area hotels, including Super 8, 471 Magnolia 
Ave., El Cajon, CA (1-855-799-6862).  However, special rates have not been negotiated 
with any hotels other than the Sycuan Resort.  A preliminary agenda follows: 
 
9:00 am  1. Opening Protocols and Prayer 

2.  Welcome – Chairman Daniel J. Tucker, Kumeyaay Nation  
3.  Overview of Meeting Agenda – Arthur Manuel and Debra Harry, 
NAIPC Co-Coordinators 
4.  Appointment of NAIPC Meeting Co-Chairs 
5. Appointment of NAIPC Rapporteurs 
6.  North American Indigenous Peoples Preparatory Meeting regarding the 
UN High Level Plenary to be called the World Conference (HLP-WCIP) 
on Indigenous Peoples 

- Overview and Background of the HLP-WCIP 
- Report on the Status of the Global Coordinating Group Planning, 
and decisions to be decided by the North American Region - 
NAIPC Reps to the GCG 

12:00 pm Group Luncheon on Patio 
- Overview of Decisions for NAIPC regarding the upcoming plan of work 
including:  

- Discussion and Decisions regarding themes and issues for the 
HLP-WCIP 
- Discussion and Decisions regarding designation of North 
American representatives to the Alta Global Indigenous Peoples 
Preparatory Meeting 
-Discussion and Decisions regarding the designation of members 
to the drafting team for the Global Indigenous Peoples Preparatory 
Meeting outcome document 
-Discussion and Decisions regarding the representatives to the 
Global Coordinating Committee 
-Decisions and Decisions regarding the development of the HLP-
WCIP Outcome Document 
- Discussion and Decisions regarding designation of North 
American representatives to the HLP-WCIP 
-Other items. 

7.  Draft and Review North American Indigenous Peoples Preparatory 
Meeting Report/Statement Regarding the High Level Plenary to be called 
the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples (Note: the North American 
Preparatory Meeting Report/Statement may be finalized and approved at 
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end of NAIPC meeting, if more time needed.) 
6:00 pm   Close of Meeting 
  Group Dinner for Meeting Participants 

 
3. JUNE 8-13, 2013: GLOBAL PREPARATORY INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ CONFERENCE  

The Sami Parliament of Norway has extended an invitation to indigenous peoples to 
attend a Global Preparatory Indigenous Peoples’ Conference on the World Conference on 
Indigenous Peoples, to be held in Alta, Norway from June 8-13, 2013, to consolidate 
indigenous peoples’ strategies and priorities for the World Conference.  For more 
information, contact: Mr. John Henriksen, International Representative 
(John.henriksen@samediggi.no) or Mrs. Hege Fjellheim, Departmental Director for 
Rights and International Issues (Hege.fjellheim@samediggi.no) of Samediggi – the Sami 
Parliament in Norway. 

4. JUNE, 2014: INTERACTIVE HEARING ON THE WORLD CONFERENCE ON INDIGENOUS 

PEOPLES  

The informal interactive hearing will be organized by the President of the UN General 
Assembly to hear input regarding the preparatory process for the World Conference from 
indigenous representatives and others.  The time and place of the hearing have not yet 
been announced. 

 
5. SEPTEMBER 22-23, 2014: WORLD CONFERENCE ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, NEW YORK, 

NY 
 


