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October 26, 2012 

 
 
Carola Borja  
Under Secretary for Climate Change 
Ministry of Environment, Ecuador  
Co-Chair, UN-REDD Programme Policy Board  
 
Ibrahim Thiaw 
Director of the Division of Environmental Policy Implementation 
UNEP 
Co-Chair, UN-REDD Programme Policy Board 

 
Dear Co-Chairs: 
 
The Indian Law Resource Center is a non-profit law and advocacy organization established and 
directed by Indians of the Americas.  We have consultative status with the United Nations and 
the Organization of American States, and we have been advocating for indigenous peoples’ 
rights to lands, territories and resources for over 30 years.  
 
The purpose of this letter is to bring to your attention serious concerns brought to us by 
indigenous peoples in Ecuador, including those participating in Ecuador’s National REDD 
Program, Socio Bosque.  We believe that this may be of interest to you in light of the fact that 
the Government of Ecuador is presenting its Semi-Annual 2012 Progress Report on Activities 
Implemented under the UN-REDD Programme Fund during this, the ninth session of the UN-
REDD Policy Board. 
 
Note that the Government of Ecuador has been promoting petroleum activities in indigenous 
peoples’ lands associated with Socio Bosque. The Government announced this month the 
opening of the 11th Round of petroleum concessions which will open up close to three million 
hectares of indigenous peoples’ ancestral territory to development. The concession process 
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involves the territories of indigenous peoples participating in Socio Bosque. The Sapara nation, 
for example, which possesses legally recognized land title and has included part of their territory 
in a contract with Socio Bosque, has seen their lands placed into concession blocks by the 
Government, to be auctioned next month without their consent. While the Sapara people have 
entered into a REDD contract with the Government of Ecuador to preserve their lands and 
biodiversity, the Government is now severely undermining that effort. 
 
We have received troubling reports from indigenous nations and confederations in Ecuador that 
the petroleum concession process is going forward without indigenous peoples’ free, prior, and 
informed consent (see attached). In fact, various indigenous leaders have rejected any presence 
of petroleum activities on their territories, citing great risks to their rights and environmental 
integrity. Leaders have also criticized the recently passed Decree 1247, which establishes the 
protocol for free, prior and informed consultation in the licensing process, as failing to comply 
with international law, and for being developed without consultation of indigenous peoples. 
 
These developments appear to constitute serious human rights violations, and they call into 
question the adequacy of protections for the rights of indigenous peoples in Ecuador’s National 
REDD Program, Socio Bosque. As you are aware, under REDD safeguards and related policies, 
UN-REDD, which is funding Ecuador’s National REDD Program, and FAO as the implementing 
agency, have an obligation to ensure that REDD projects are not contributing to violations of the 
rights of indigenous peoples.  
 
We therefore respectfully request that the Policy Board in its oversight capacity undertake the 
following actions:  
 
1) Thoroughly investigate the impact of the oil and gas concession process on Socio Bosque, on 

the rights of indigenous peoples, and on the objectives of the UN-REDD Programme. 
2) Identify concrete actions to be taken by UN-REDD and the Government of Ecuador to ensure 

that the human rights of indigenous peoples, including rights to their lands, territories and 
resources, are fully protected, consistent with international law and relevant UN-REDD 
policies. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Armstrong Wiggins 
Washington Office Director 
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Indian Law Resource Center 
Tel: (202) 547-2800 
Fax: (202) 547- 2803  
awiggins@indianlaw.org 
 

 
CC: 
UN-REDD Policy Board Indigenous Peoples Observers 
Dr. Yemi Katerere, UN-REDD Secretariat Head 
President of the Republic of Ecuador Rafael Correa 
Minister Marcela Aguiñaga, Ministry of the Environment Ecuador 
Minister Wilson Pastor, Ministry of Non-Renewable Natural Resources of Ecuador 
Mr. Max Lascano, Manager of Socio Bosque Program  
Mr. Diego Zorilla, UNDP Country Representative, Ecuador 
Mr. Jorge Samaniego, FAO, Country office Representative, Ecuador 
Mrs. Margarita Astralaga, UNEP/ROLAC  Regional Director 
Ms. Barbara Hess, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Director 
Ecuador Office 
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